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Biodiversity of Bulgaria. Floodplain forests.
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Although Bulgaria is small in size (111 000 square kilometers), but supports a highly
diversity of flora and fauna. This diversity depends on variety of climate, relief,
geology and hydrological conditions. 33.8% of the territory in the country is included in
Natura 2000. 35% of land area consists of forests and 60% of these forests are of
natural origin.
Floodplain forests are highly dynamic ecosystems that occur on river banks. They
depend on particular flood regimes for their continued existence, as many of their
dominant species require flood disturbance, usually in the spring, and new deposited
sediments to be regenerated. These ecosystems support a highly biodiversity of trees,
lianas, medical plants and herbs, and vertebrate and invertebrate fauna. About 85 90% of floodplain forests in Europe have disappeared and remaining fragments are in
critical conditions. They are one of Europe's most threatened ecosystems and are
listed in the European Habitats Directive. Floodplain forests need deep scientific
research, restore and conservation.

