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It shows the growing strength of our culture in the 
world, our rich history and valuable heritage in all 
levels, as well as the human potential of the 
Hispanic population. 

Location of cities, towns and places 
around the world with the name of 
"Córdoba" in its different toponymic 
versions 

Quetzal Route expedition in 
the main courtyard of the 
Palace of la Merced (Provincial 
Government of Cordoba) 

Cordoba around the world 
In July 2016 Cordoba was the centre point of the famous Ruta Quetzal 
BBVA, which was designated as global interest by the UNESCO in 1990 
and which was promoted by the sadly deceased and adventurous Miguel de 
la Quadra-Salcedo to disseminate values of solidarity, cultural diversity and 
miscegenation within the framework of the relations and historical legacy 
among the Ibero-American countries on both sides of the Atlantic. About 
180 adventurers went to the ancient capital of the Umayyad Caliphate to 
delve into its history and, above all, to follow in the footsteps of Inca 
Garcilaso, who died in Cordoba and who is considered one of the greatest 
chroniclers in America and one of the best prose writers of the Hispanic 
Renaissance. 

 Indeed, Cordoba “city of Four Cultures” (Roman, Muslim, Jewish and 
Christian) has a rich cultural side, much less known and widespread but not 
for that reason unfruitful. It is related to the historical-cultural and 
socioeconomic relations and the legacy between Cordoba and numerous 
countries in the two Americas, especially Latin America, but also the Anglo-
Saxon one. The numerous populations, cities and territories in America and 
in other continents, where the name of “Córdoba” still survives, are a good 
proof of it. 

 In addition to the Quetzal Route, in 1991 an important Spanish expedition 
took place. From Madrid it was organized the interesting mission of visiting 
26 of the 36 American places which are named Cordoba, as the most 
repeated Spanish place name in the New Continent. And later, in 1992, the 
Cordoban filmmaker and screenwriter Gerardo Olivares finalized the edition 
of the documentary “Route of Cordoba of the Americas”, broadcasted by 
TVE in 1992 with great success and which includes this journey from Alaska 
to Tierra del Fuego.  

Among the 36 American localities with the name of Cordoba, the Spanish one has 
official twinning with Córdoba in Veracruz (Mexico), since 1980, and Córdoba in 
Argentina, since 1969. But, the mark of Córdoba even reaches places like La Florida, in 
the United States, where as in other areas of this country, Hispanic Heritage Month has 
still been celebrated in October for years: not for a day like here, but for four weeks. In 
the USA, the 550th anniversary of Saint Augustine (Florida), the oldest city in North 
America, was celebrated in style in 2015. This city was founded in the 16th century by 
Spanish settlers and conquerors, some of them from Cordoba. 



Monument to Cabrillo in the 
park of San Diego, which 
bears his name in this town 
in California (United States) 

Sculpture erected in 1971, 
commemorating the meeting 
between Columbus and the Catholic 
Monarchs in 1486 in the gardens of 
the Castle of the Christian Monarchs 
in Cordoba 

Historical personalities 
related to Cordoba and the 
Americas 

The links between Cordoba and America have been traditionally forgotten, 
despite some relevant personalities in the history of the Discovery were 
linked to Cordoba. This is the case of Christopher Columbus, who planned 
his first travel in the old Convent of La Merced (today Provincial 
Government of Cordoba); he met with the Catholic Monarchs in the Castle 
of the Christian Monarchs. He stayed in the city where he had an intense 
love story with Beatriz Enríquez de Arana, who was less recognized by 
history because she was not married to Columbus, but she bore his son 
Fernando Colón, born in Cordoba in 1488. He was soon related to his 
father's travels, and at his 14 years old, he participated in his father’s fourth 
and last expedition to America. Later, Fernando travelled around Europe, 
devoting himself to his passion, books, until he had one of the best libraries 
of his time in Spain. Christopher Columbus' imprint in Cordoba began in 
1485, in relation to Isabel and Fernando, the Catholic Monarchs; it followed 
in 1486 with the first meeting between them in the Castle and it ended in 
1493 when he, glorious, crossed our city, on the way to Barcelona to be 
accountable to the Monarchs for the success of his first travel. The good 
relationship between Columbus and Cordoba is evidenced by the fact that 
he communicated with the Council of Cordoba by letter regarding the news 
about the Discovery or that Diego de Arana, a Cordoban relative of Beatriz, 
was the governor he left at Fuerte Navidad, the first colony Spanish in 
America. When Columbus returned in 1493, he assigned a pension to 
Beatriz so that she could support herself and he took their two children, 
without it being known that he would ever have contact with his great love 
from Cordoba. 

Many other conquerors such as Gonzalo de Silvestre, Sancho de Clavijo, 
Governor of Panama, Pedro Moya de Contreras, Viceroy of New Spain, 
born in Pedroche; Sebastián de Belalcázar, originally from Belalcázar; the 
“discoverer” of California, Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo, a native of Palma del 
Río, or Diego Fernández de Córdoba, also Viceroy of New Spain, founder 
of Cordoba in Veracruz (Mexico) in 1617, create a prestigious group of 
personalities of great historical relevance in the Discoveries. However, other 
emblematic figures also deserve attention, such as Inca Garcilaso de la 
Vega, Peruvian writer and historian, who died in Cordoba and who is 
considered the first racial and cultural mestizo in America. Son of the 
Spanish nobleman and captain Garcilaso de la Vega and the Inca princess, 
Palla Chimpu Ocllo, he always boasted in his writings that he had inherited 
both lineages and that Spain had founded a new world: the intercontinental 
and universal Hispanic world, the world of “Hispanidad”.  Inca Garcilaso 
walked through and lived in Cordoba during the late 16th and early 17th 
centuries, since 1591, when he decided to establish himself in this city, 
where he completed his well-known work "La Florida del Inca" .



South American  Ecuador Association 
of Cordoba  

Act of the Association of Venezuelan 
people in Cordoba  

Room of the Niceto Alcalá-Zamora 
Museum House in Priego de 
Córdoba

Cordoba was the first Andalusian 
capital and one of the pioneers in 
Spain to have a Plan of Immigration. 
Besides, it has been facilitating quite 
normally the registration of immigrants 
from America, whether or not they have 
their papers in order in Spain. The most 
of these immigrants are from South 
America: Colombians, Ecuadorians, 
Paraguayans, Brazilians, Venezuelans, 
Argentines, Cubans and Dominicans, 
more or less in this order. 

Cordoba, land of emigrants 
towards America and recent 
receiving land of Latin 
American immigrants 

In addition to the prominent figures in weapons, letters or politics, 
many men and women from Cordoba practically anonymous or just 
unfairly forgotten, men and women of faith, business or simple 
adventurers in search of wealth, they felt called by the New 
Continent. That is why the name and memory of Cordoba is so 
present in America. Even, when Columbus arrived at the island of 
Hispaniola, he compared its landscape with the Countryside of 
Cordoba in order to bring the American lands closer to the Spanish 
people in their letters.

The moment of the greatest migratory boom towards America was 
the second half of the 16th century and the 17th century, especially 
when Spain suffered the dire consequences of the livelihood crisis 
and the great epidemics that led to many people to embark towards 
the "promising" American lands. Female migration also had an 
important role, in fact, according to historical sources, more than half 
of women who went to the Americas were Andalusian, especially in 
the middle of the 16th century. The transmission of values, memory, 
uses and customs by these women, undoubtedly favoured the 
connection of America with Andalusia and Cordoba. For example, 
through gastronomy in general and confectionery  in particular, but 
also through family relationships and guardianships, trade, blood ties 
and their contribution to cultural miscegenation. The proximity of 
Cordoba to the port of Seville boosted a significant emigration of 
women and entire families, with daughters and sons, especially from 
the capital and the Countryside of Cordoba. After a pioneer in 
American migration, Inés Hernández, who embarked to the 
Hispaniola Island in the first part of the 16th century, many working 
and enterprising women are cited. Some examples are Leonor de 
Espinosa, midwife who emigrated to Mexico in the 16th century, she 
was requested by the main ladies of the city; the Marchioness of 
Priego, Juana Enríquez de Ribera and Cortés, granddaughter of 
Hernán Cortés; María Gutiérrez, who lived in Mexico in the 16th 
century, she worked in the trade in Chinese manufactures brought 
from Philippines to the Zacatecas mining area, or in our stage 
contemporary, the feminist journalist and writer, María de Bueno, 
who emigrated to Argentina and Uruguay, she was the first woman to 
direct a newspaper in America.  

After the migratory drop as a result of the independence of the 
American countries in the early 20th century, emigration to America 
increased due to the livelihood problems of many working families; 
the increase was larger after the Spanish Civil War and the post-war 
years. Among these emigrants and exiles, women and men of all 
conditions, Niceto Alcalá-Zamora, who was President of the Second 
Spanish Republic, stands out; he was a distinguished Cordoban 
personality from Priego de Córdoba and he died in Argentina.   



Workshop and shop of the guitar-
maker José Gutiérrez, in San 
Pablo Street, on the way to the 
North Axerquía in Cordoba 

 Art on Leather Museum and Workshop 
(Casa Ramón García Romero), which 
collects the exceptional works of the art 
form of the Guadameci (painted, 
embossed leather work) designed 
following the Andalusian tradition. It is 
situated between the Jewish quarter and 
the centre area, at Plaza de la 
Agrupación de Cofradías. 

Mutual influences on 
culture and popular 
traditions 

Andalusian popular traditions and customs are well-rooted in Latin 
America and, in turn, numerous words, customs and traditions have 
been transmitted to Andalusia from the Americas, up to the point that 
sometimes, it is not easy to know their origin. For example, in the 
northern regions of Peru, some people can recite the famous Poem of 
the Cid in perfect old Castilian, or when they speak about archaeological 
sites or ancient remains, they use the expressions “tiempo de los 
moros” (time of the Moors) or  “cuevas de oro” (caves of gold), in relation 
to the Andalusian legends. In Piura Hills, specifically in the town of Frías, 
the surnames Córdova (with "v") and Montalbán, in relation to the 
Cordoban town, are common. And in the town of Catacaos, in Peru, 
there are many workshops in silver filigree and embossed leather 
(Cordovan), where the Cordoban influence is unmistakable. Similarly, 
the influence of the Cordoban filigree art is present in Las Tablas and 
Guararé, in Panama, where Christian fine pieces of Christian such as 
rosaries, crucifixes and effigies are made, in addition to textile works of 
Hispanic-Muslim and Andalusian influence using silk tassels and 
macramé (Arabic technique). 

Cordoban filigree is one of the most appalling manifestations 
of Cordoban silverware, which can be purchased in some shops 
in the Jewish quarter and in the centre of Cordoba

Musical culture has also been mutually transmitted on both sides of 
the Atlantic; some examples are the use of the violin in Andean 
folklore, which was introduced by Cordoban monks from Montilla, 
and the introduction of numerous scores in various American 
monasteries. Besides, the guitar is an essential element of Latin 
American music and some of the best-known and most renowned 
guitar craftsmen are from Cordoba in Spain. At the same time, 
flamenco, whose greatest exponents are in Cordoba, has been 
enriched with the use of the Peruvian sounding board and with the 
mestizo sounds that arrived to Andalusia from the other side of the 
Atlantic as the “cantes de ida y vuelta” and the flamenco styles such 
as Colombian songs, tangos or habaneras. 

Catholic popular religious manifestations have also been reproduced 
and adapted in many populations in America. This is the case of the 
processions and pilgrimages, which combine indigenous and 
typically Andalusian traditions. In the Convent of Santo Domingo in 
Cuzco, the representation of the Virgin Mary takes place using the 
Andean women’ clothing; in Huancabamba, Virgen del Carmen  is 
taken on a procession using cultural elements of both Worlds. And 
the Virgin of Copacabana is another example in Bolivia. 



  Tavern-Restaurant "La Viuda" in the 
San Basilio neighbourhood

   Tavern Sociedad de Plateros in 
San Lorenzo neighbourhood  

 Tavern El Pisto, in the centre. 

Cordoba is a Mediterranean gastronomy referent, 
and its diet has been recognized as "Intangible 
Heritage of Humanity" by UNESCO. In addition, 
traditional Cordoban cuisine and its latest 
innovations are heirs to an intercultural synthesis 
of the oldest culinary traditions of Roman, Jewish-
Sephardic, Muslim-Andalusian and Christian 
influence, which have subsequently been enriched 
with American gastronomy and agri-food products. 
Along this route, visitors will be able to enjoy this 
exceptional cuisine in numerous typical taverns 
and restaurants in several places such as the 
historic centre, San Basilio or Alcázar Viejo quarter, 
the Jewish quarter, the Ribera, the Shopping 
Centre, or the Axerquía. 

The gastronomy and the 
mix between Cordoba and 
the Americas 
Cordoban and American gastronomy share numerous ingredients, 
agri-food products and recipes from both sides of the Atlantic. The 
traditional Cordoban cuisine, nationally and even internationally 
acclaimed, uses in its best dishes such as gazpacho and salmorejo, 
a fundamental ingredient, that is tomato; the popular sandwiches 
with roasted loin, ham and fried peppers (the “candiles”) use this 
vegetable brought from America; and the picadillo or potato, tomato 
and pepper salad or the potato omelette or Spanish omelette would 
be unthinkable without the American vegetables. 

It must be added the increasing consumption of turkey dishes, one 
of the few domestic animals from American in Spain, or the chorizo 
and other cured meats that obtain their characteristic reddish colour 
with the paprika originally grown in America. And the influences also 
reach the traditional confectionery and some snacks: the sweets with 
angel hair obtained from the pumpkin brought from America and 
which today constitutes an essential ingredient of the delicious 
“Pastel Cordobés” that can be sampled at many establishments in 
the city; cocoa for obtaining chocolate desserts or "popcorn" derived 
from American corn. 

Conversely, we have to talk about many American dishes with 
ingredients and products brought from Spain and Andalusia. The 
Peruvian national drink, pisco sour, would be a distillate from grape 
which was exported to America, and which has even led some 
countries such as Chile and Argentina or a North American state 
such as California, to become important internationally renowned 
winemakers. Ceviche is a famous Peruvian dish, consisting of white 
fish, lemon, red onion and coriander, exported from Spain; as well as 
the Mexican guacamole, made with avocados and flavoured with 
coriander. And, other examples of agrifood exchanges are pork, beef 
and chicken, which were introduced by the Spanish people in 
America and today they are the main ingredients of some traditional 
dishes such as pachamanca in Peru. 

In the Caribbean countries a popular drink such as rum is made 
with sugar cane brought from Spain, and with lemon, also of 
European Mediterranean origin. Raw cane sugar, a previous 
product to sugar refining, is used in the dressing of arepas or 
pastel de choclo. And even in some areas of America (for 
example North of Peru) Cordoba customs are preserved such as 
the breakfast of "sopaipas", known as “tortillas” or "suspiros de 
monja", a typical Cordoban cake based on meringue baked with 
cinnamon.



46 
Mosque-Cathedral of 
Cordoba 
Its American heritage 

Cordoba has significant historical-cultural links with America. The 
discovery of the New World led many Cordoban people to search 
for new opportunities to improve their lives, and naturally, Cordoba 
was much influenced by America. Influences which still continue 
today, therefore, a large number of immigrants from several Latin 
American countries and mainly from Ecuador are living in 
Cordoba. Altogether, this has led to a rich cultural mix that is 
reflected in many inherited manifestations, some of which are 
present in the Mosque-Cathedral of Cordoba.  

This imposing monument, which shows a constant dialogue 
among faith, culture and heritage, was declared a World Heritage 
Site by UNESCO in 1985. Touring it is a unique experience of 
melting pot of cultures and historical legacies, including also the 
great American legacy. The route that we propose can start in its 
immediate surroundings constituted by the Plaza del Triunfo, 
where it is located the Visitors Reception Centre and the Gate of 
the Bridge, a 16th century monument that offers the possibility of 
going up to its terrace and admiring the landscape of the Cordoban 
countryside, the old Roman Bridge and the Guadalquivir river with 
the  Albolafia woodlands, which were declared a Protected Natural 
Area by the Regional Council for the Environment and which is a 
privileged setting for ornithological tourism. 

Inca Garcilaso de la Vega, a distinguished historian and writer and 
maximum exponent of Hispanic American miscegenation, is very 
present in the Mosque-Cathedral of Cordoba. Inca became 
sacristan of the Holy Resurrection chapel and a member of the 
Cathedral Chapter. In 1612, the author of "La Florida" requested a 
space to his burial to the Cathedral Chapter, which occurred after 
his death in Cordoba in 1616, so under the patronage of the Souls 
in Purgatory, he founded a chapel where his remains were buried. 
And he provided it with an altarpiece presided over by a Crucified 
Christ on a large painting of Jerusalem; a work of the sculptor 
Felipe Vázquez de Ureta. The memory of Inca is still on the shield 
that presides over the gateway of the chapel, on the tombstone 
which shows an extensive inscription in relation to his personality 
and involvement with the Cordoban cathedral, and on the Peruvian 
flag in this space commemorating his Peruvian and Cuzco origin. 

The Crucified of the Point Altar 
The American legacy is also manifested in the Cathedral through 
religious imagery, and a good example is the Crucified of the Point 
Altar, which is made according to traditional indigenous techniques 
such as the use of flax and hemp, also its proportions and 
physiognomy are features that refer us directly to the indigenous 
American models. 

The work, which was donated to the Cathedral by Antonio de 
Pazos y Figueroa during his episcopate, from 1583 to 1586, 
constitutes an excellent example of this cultural transfer that occurs 
with the arrival of works of art from America. It is made with corn 
cane, and this exotic material creates a special interest. In this 
context, the crucified of "cañaheja" is especially popular, and 
Cordoba is the Spanish province that guards the largest number of 
them. 

The Chapel of the Souls of Purgatory



Visit by the Peruvian writer and Nobel Prize for 
Literature, Vargas Llosa, to the Chapel of Inca 
Garcilaso in the Cathedral of Cordoba in 2018

46 
Mosque-Cathedral of 
Cordoba 
Its American heritage 

The Virgin de Guadalupe in the Chapel of 
Ieshu Verde and Saint Nicholas of Bari 

The Mosque-Cathedral also preserves the memory of 
America through the canvas of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
This anonymous work of 17th century is guarded in the 
chapel of Ieshu Verde and Saint Nicholas. The 
composition reflects the traditional model of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, of great devotion in America. It is a central 
canvas which shows the Virgin standing, with a crown, 
pink robe and blue cape trimmed with stars. The Virgin’s 
face is certainly Indian. There are apocalyptic features 
such as the rays of the sun or the crescent, which is 
supported by an angel. 

The work is surrounded by four small works with scenes 
about the Marian apparitions, which collect the well-
known legend, which was described by the Indian Antonio 
Valeriano. He talked that in the year 1531, the Virgin 
appeared to Juan Diego, an Indian recently converted to 
Catholicism. The Virgin requested that he ask Fray Juan 
de Zumárraga to build a sanctuary in her honour. Given 
the refusal of the follower, the Virgin encouraged Juan 
Diego to pick roses and take them to the archbishop. 
Shortly after, the well-known “Miracle of the Roses” would 
take place: when the Indian unfolded his robe to show the 
flowers, Mary’s image appeared. 

This type of paintings of the patron saint of America is 
popular in Spain and Andalusia. However, its presence is 
not accidental, but it represents the rich cultural exchange 
between our country and the Viceroyalty of New Spain, 
through the Spanish people settled on the other side of 
the Atlantic, so that chapels, convents or oratories, and 
even this Cathedral of Cordoba, are the main destination 
of these images for devotional use. 



 "Cáliz del Inca" in the Cathedral of Cordoba

  Processional custody of the Arfe in the Treasury 
of the Cathedral of Cordoba

46 
Mosque-Cathedral of 
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Other imprints of the American legacy 
and the artistic influence in the 
Mosque-Cathedral 
In the Cathedral of Cordoba there are numerous 
representative pieces of Cordoban goldsmiths' and 
particularly silversmiths’ wares from the 16th to 18th 
centuries, which are internationally famous, even 
nowadays, and have had so many influences on Ibero-
American art.  

This is the case of the so-called "Cáliz del Inca" (Inca’s 
Chalice), which returned in 2019, 200 years later, to his 
home, the Chapel of the Souls, where the remains of Inca 
Garcilaso are kept.  He had entrusted this magnificent 
work to Juan Bautista de Herrera in 1620. The return of it 
was made possible by the exhibition "El cáliz del Inca”, 
symbol of the Cordoban silversmith’s wares". This 
exhibition displayed 16 unique pieces, manufactured by 
the best of the best from the Cordoban punches from the 
15th to 18th century; many of them can be seen in the 
Treasury of the Cathedral. 

In the final years of his life, Inca Garcilaso kept a 
continuous relationship with the Cathedral Chapter of 
Cordoba and even sought the priesthood of his only son. 
The death certificate of Garcilaso and other relevant 
documents about his relations with the Cordoban Church 
until his death and burial in the Chapel of the Souls of 
Purgatory are preserved in the archive of the Cathedral; 
although part of his ashes were taken from the Chapel 
and moved to the Cathedral of Cusco (Peru), his 
birthplace. 

Mihrab in the Mosque-Cathedral of Cordoba

The architectural jewel of the Mosque has been an 
artistic reference in America and a hallmark of Cordoba, 
to the point of making this Andalusian city fashionable in 
certain periods, such as the late of the 19th century in 
the United States, particularly after the prominence of 
this monument in the Spanish Pavilion of the Chicago 
World Exposition in 1893. 



Gardens of the Alcazar 

The gardens of the Alcazar (castle) stand on the site of the 
former vegetable gardens of the Alcazar, which were 
surrounded by the walls of the fortress. They were supplied 
with water from the River Guadalquivir and the mountains 
through an irrigation system.  

This historical area was reduced when the Avenue of the 
Alcazar was built around the middle of the 20th century. 
Another change was carried out in the western area in the first 
decades of the 20th Century, leaving an enclosure close to the 
West Wall which was connected to the Royal Stables. 

The current Gardens of the Alcazar were formed around the 
middle of the 20th century, and as we can see today, they are 
divided into three different levels, all of them housing fountains 
and big pools, as well as a rich variety of native flora and some 
flora from America. 

1 
Castle of the Christian
Monarchs 
Scenario of the preparations for 

the Discovery of America 

The Catholic Monarchs stayed at the Alcázar (castle) with 
the Grand Captain, Gonzalo Fernández de Córdoba 
before the reconquest of Granada against the Muslims. In 
addition, the Holy Inquisition was founded here from 
Lucero to Torquemada and from here the route to the 
West Indies was initiated, which finally gave rise to the 
New World, thanks to the meeting in the Alcazar of 
Christopher Columbus with the Catholic Monarchs in 1486 

In order to know the history of Cordoba and its 
incomparable legacy related to its historical melting pot of 
cultures, it is essential to visit this monument and its 
gardens. Its Roman, Paleo- Christian, Visigoth, Muslim 
and Christian remains, and its music and light show, 
“Noches Mágicas del Alcázar” (magical evening in the 
Castle), introduce us to this historical-cultural synthesis. 

During the visit to the beautiful gardens, visitors will find 
several statues, among them the one representing the 
meeting between the Catholic Monarchs, Isabel and 
Fernando, and Christopher Columbus in Cordoba, in the 
so-called "Paseo de los Reyes " (Promenade of the 
Monarchs).



Visita del escritor peruano y Premio Nobel de 
Literatura, Vargas Llosa, a la Capilla del Inca 
Garcilaso en la Catedral de Córdoba en 2018 

Informative poster on the Botanical Garden of Cordoba

 Greenhouse for American plants in the Botanical Garden

The Royal Botanical Garden of Cordoba -unique in its 
characteristics in Andalusia- is a great example of a botanical 
garden to New World plants which were customized and exploited 
in Europe, providing significant economic income and the 
overcoming dependence on other countries. It has, among others, 
various collections of exotic American plants that have been 
acclimatized to weather conditions in Cordoba. 

In the American greenhouses of the Botanical Garden, examples of 
the American flora can be seen, since some environmental, 
temperature, humidity and soil conditions similar to the natural ones 
in which plants exhibited live, are reproduced in its pavilions. In the 
humid temperate module, the plants of Aracaea, Marantaceae, 
Bromeliaceae and Orchid are displayed, while in the warm module, 
which is larger, you can find collections of palm trees, timber 
species, fruit trees, spices, and other important crops in America, 
although of non-American origin, such as coffee, mango or banana. 
Finally, in the dry module, cacti, agaves and yuccas, of exclusively 
American origin, are exhibited. 

The Botanical Garden has an extension of 5.5 hectares and, due to 
its location near the historic quarter and its wonderful collections of 
plants, trees and vegetable species; it is an urban garden with great 
recreational interest used for the entertainment of citizens. 

71 
Royal Botanical Garden of Cordoba
and Ethnobotanical Museum 
Plant species and ethnobotany of the 
American Indians

The Ethnobotanical Museum was opened in 1992 and 
allows us to contact with the American world plant 
through their usage over history. Initially, this Museum 
focused on honouring the traditional cultures of the 
American Indians because of their valuable knowledge 
of plant species of concern to Humanity. Its rooms are a 
living sample of the evolution of ethnobotanical 
knowledge, from its beginnings to the time of the great 
expeditions to the New World, ending with an exhibition 
on Earth’s main biomes, about the biodiversity and the 
importance of its conservation. 

At the end of the 15th century, the old commercial and 
food need for obtaining spices led to one of the most 
important events in the history of Humanity: the "union" 
with America and the adventures to the unknown 
looking for new routes to achieve more and cheaper 
species. After the “Discovery” of America, a promising 
trade and cultural flow of plants began between America 
and Spain. Initially it provided cotton, tobacco, corn, 
sweet potatoes and peanuts, but in later centuries, it 
would have a huge impact in the West. There are 
several exhibitions about representative samples of the 
Old and New World spices which were exchanged on 
either side of the Atlantic, such as nutmeg or vanilla. 
This cultural exchange of plant changed the staple food 
and, in some cases, the new crops modified 
ecosystems. Europeans introduced numerous species 
to America such as coffee trees and sugar cane, while a 
large number of plants arrived from America to Europe 
such as potato, one of the most important food 
resources of Humanity, corn, tomato and rubber tree.       

Grove in the Botanical Garden on the banks of the 
Guadalquivir River



In the Royal Stables, thanks to the “Córdoba 
Ecuestre” Association, equestrian shows of great 
beauty and artistic quality are organized. 
Internationally, Andalusian thoroughbred horse is one of 
the oldest equine breeds, known for its unique beauty 
and disciplined character. This breed became 
established in Spain thanks to the reign of Felipe II, who 
founded the Royal Stables of Cordoba in the 16th 
century. And America also has an equestrian heritage of 
this horse breed due to the Spanish conquistadors and 
emigrants who crossed the Atlantic at the time of the 
Discoveries. In the 15th century, resistant horses were 
needed in the colonization of America for the long 
journeys in which food and water were scarce. These 
horses were found in several areas of Andalusia, and 
even some feral ones like those of Doñana were the 
initial groups of the famous American mustangs, which 
were also descendants of Andalusian horses from 
Mexico to North America. 

4  Royal Stables 

19 Courtyard at 
Calle San Basilio, 44 

From the Royal Stables to 
the neighbourhood of San 
Basilio or Alcázar Viejo  
Next to the Castle of the Christian Monarchs, on the way to the old late 
medieval neighbourhood of San Basilio-Alcázar Viejo, we must visit 
the Royal Stables, a magnificent building of civil architecture declared 
National Artistic Monument in 1929 and dedicated for many years to 
the breeding and taming the world-famous Andalusian horse of 
Hispano-Arab breed. Many of these horses were intended for the 
Spanish Royal House and the army. During Inca Garcilaso de la Vega 
time, these horses were also bred in his town, Montilla (Cordoba), 
where dressage and riding competition was held every year, selecting 
the best stallions of the old Kingdom of Cordoba for inseminating the 
royal mares, and even Garcilaso's horses were winners on several 
occasions. 

After going through the archway of the Tower of Belen (old wall), we 
arrived at the neighbourhood of San Basilio-Alcázar Viejo. Its late-
medieval urban structure shows the expansion of the old Jewish 
quarter in Cordoba, with parallel and connected streets and beautiful 
examples of popular Cordoban architecture of the houses-patios of 
neighbours, today most of them are single family homes, which have 
been recognized as Intangible Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO in 
2012, due to their cultural expressions and ways of life. The 
architectural singularity of these houses with their beautiful courtyards 
(patios) full of flowers, where many native plants and plants from the 
New Continent and from other parts of the world are exhibited and 
pampered, are one of the main tourist-cultural attractions of the city, 
particularly during the Courtyards (Patios) Festival and Contest that 
takes place for the second and third week of May. Inca Garcilaso lived 
some years in this neighbourhood after his transfer from America to 
Cordoba, according to the Notarial Protocols Archives of Cordoba. 

These house-patios, built around a central patio with a water well, 
emblazoned with numerous floral and domestic plants and 
whitewashed with lime, transmitted a good part of their characteristic 
elements to the architecture of the colonial houses that the Cordoban 
and Andalusian emigrants built in the New World. 

House-Patio of the Amigos de los Patios Association, in 
calle San Basilio, open all year round to visits.       



 Main courtyard of the Andalusi House

Old Jewish wedding contract in the 
Sepharad House

 Old Jewish Synagogue

13 Andalusi House 
17 Sepharad  House
73 Synagogue
78 Local Souk 

Around the old Jewish 
Quarter of Cordoba (calle 
Judíos) 
From the Almodovar Gate to the Mosque-Cathedral, the Calle Judíos is 
a must-see, on the western and northern limits of the current Jewish 
quarter and parallel to the wall. Here, we can discover various heritage 
elements that remind us the Andalusian intercultural legacy, Judeo-
Sephardic and Christian, the Hispano-Arab urban planning of the 
Middle Ages and the coexistence in Cordoba from the 10th to 12th 
century between three great religions and cultures. Many Jews from 
Argentina and Brazil, the two most populated communities in Latin 
America, come to visit this area to remember great historic landmarks 
of their ancestors when Cordoba was the cultural epicentre of Judeo-
Sephardic Spain. In this sense, it must be remembered that several 
Jews embarked on Columbus’ first voyage to America; some of them 
participated in the conquest and over time, several Jewish communities 
prospered in the Caribbean, Central and South America despite the 
persecutions of entities such as the Inquisition. The Muslim population 
is less numerous in Latin America. It grew slightly in the second half of 
the 19th century in countries such as Argentina, Brazil, Venezuela and 
Colombia; most of them were from Syria and Lebanon. And also for 
many Muslims, Cordoba is becoming a very interesting halal 
destination. 

We can visit Andalusi House in Calle Judíos, a house-museum that 
recreates the intimate feeling of the old Hispano-Muslim houses, with 
archaeological remains from the Roman and Visigothic period to the 
Muslim and Christian period; it also shows a Museum of the history of 
paper in the West. And a little further down, we find the old Jewish 
Synagogue, from 1315, in the Mudejar style, as well as the Sepharad 
House, dating from the 14th century, which is dedicated to the 
interpretation and promotion of the Judeo-Sephardic people’s heritage 
and memory. And in the vicinity there is the current Local Souk in a 
Mudejar building, located in the surroundings of the old souk and 
“alcaicería” of the old Muslim city. Currently, some objects of Cordoba 
crafts and jewellery can be acquired here. 

 Courtyard of the Crafts Souk of Cordoba



Casa de las Bulas. Bullfighting Museum

(Above and below) 

Bullfighting Museum

53    Bullfighting Museum  
08    Former House of Inca, 
Calle Deanes  

Around the old Jewish 
Quarter of Cordoba (From 
the Bullfighting Museum 
to CalleDeanes)
At the end of Calle Judíos, we find a beautiful building from 
the 16th century, the “Casa de las Bulas”, which integrates 
courtyards and rooms of Bullfighting Museum and library with 
a collection of photographs, bull heads, old posters, 
bullfighting costumes and fighting objects and a huge 
heritage dedicated to the five great Caliphs of bullfighting in 
Cordoba. Bullfighting passed to America after the Discovery, 
as a pagan rite that was assimilated and accepted by the pre-
Columbian peoples, particularly by those who had then 
reached important levels of cultural development. It was 
precisely in the lands of the Aztecs, Incas and Chibchas 
where the Bullfighting Festival was best established and 
expanded. And not in vain, the supporters from Mexico, Peru 
and Colombia are today the most expert and knowledgeable 
of the Art of bullfighting in America. The bullring in Acho, in 
Lima, is a strong evidence of how the Bullfighting Festival 
took root in America. It dates back to 1766 and it predates 
that of Aranjuez (1797) or contemporary of the Real 
Maestranza in Seville (1761). Furthermore, the oldest bull 
cattle that is recorded up to our times is that of Atenco, 
founded in 1522  by D. Juan Gutiérrez Altamirano, cousin of 
Hernán Cortés, installed in Mexican lands. And the largest 
bullring in the world (45,000 fans) is in the Aztec capital. 
Bullfighting spread throughout America from Mexico to Chile, 
and in the key stages of bullfighting in the 20th century two 
important bullfighters from Cordoba such as "Manolete" and 
Manuel Benítez "El Cordobés" fought with American 
bullfighters such as the great Carlos Arruza and the 
Venezuelan César Girón, respectively. 

Next, we look for Calle Deanes, one of the most frequented 
streets by tourists, and we make a stop just in front of the 
very narrow beginning of the Alley of the Bonfire (Calleja de 
la Hoguera), where we find the Deanes tavern-restaurant.  
On the façade there is a commemorative plaque, 1959, in 
memory of house where Inca Garcilaso lived, at least from 
1597 until his death in 1616. It is an ancestral house of 
Cordoban architecture with a central courtyard, a well and 
water source.  

   Façade of the former  house of Inca - Calle Deanes



Façade of the old House of the India

Sculpture of Inca Garcilaso in Plaza del 
Indiano

Square and House of the 
Indian
Delegation of the 
Andalusian Government 
(former Antón Cabrera 
Hospital) Around the old Jewish 

Quarter of Cordoba 
towards the shopping 
centre
We continue towards the centre along Calle Buen Pastor, where 
we will find a genuine Andalusi tea house, then, we turn left to 
square Plaza del Indiano or Angel de Torres. In this square there is 
a commemorative bust of Inca Garcilaso IV Death Anniversary. It 
was donated to the Cordoba City Council by the Embassy of Spain 
in Peru, and it was locate here in 2016 at the initiative of the 
Intercultural Chair of the University of Cordoba, paying homage to 
the universal values of miscegenation, cultural diversity and 
interculturality. In the same square there is also a good example of 
an old façade of Mudejar architecture known as the House of the 
Indian. The name makes reference to one of its former owners, 
Juan Cosme Paniagua, 18th century, who lived for a great part of 
his life in America until he came back to Cordoba for the last years 
of his life. Therefore, he was nicknamed Indiano, although, as the 
chronicler José María Rey points out, the true Indiano was Antonio 
de Godoy, who emigrated to America and later returned to 
Cordoba to be in charge of the maternal inheritance, which 
included this house.  

If we head north towards the shopping centre and the church of 
San Nicolás de la Villa, we will arrive at Calle San Felipe, where 
the current headquarters of the Delegation of the Andalusian 
Government is located, the old building of the Antón Cabrera 
Hospital, where Inca Garcilaso was butler at least since 1605, after 
taking minor orders and wearing the ecclesiastical habit. Only a 
few remains of the main doorway and the old courtyard, which can 
be visited, are preserved. 

Courtyard of the former Antón Cabrera Hospital (Delegation of the 
Andalusian Government) 



Baroque façade of the Palace of la Merced
(Provincial Government of Cordoba)

Cristo of Mercedes in the Church of La Merced

The Palace of la Merced was built in the 18th century on the former 
convent of the Mercenaries. From that time it is known as the 
Church of La Merced, which is located in the middle of the palace's 
façade. It has a Latin cross plan, an impressive dome and an 
altarpiece of carved and golden wood. In this Church we find a 
unique statue of the Christ of La Merced, from the 14th century. In 
the past, it was highly venerated by the people from Cordoba during 
the crisis and according to the legend, Christopher Columbus 
supposedly prayed before this image before his travel to America.  

Baroque courtyard in the Palace of La Merced

41 
Palace and old Convent 
of la Merced (the seat of the 
Provincial Government)
The imprints of Christopher 
Columbus in Cordoba 

Christopher Columbus is connected to Cordoba by 
several sites such as the convent and the old church 
of La Merced (now the seat of the Provincial 
Government), opposite the Gardens of Columbus 
that bear his name. This relationship began in 1485, 
in search of Isabel and Fernando, the Catholic 
Monarchs, it followed in 1486 with the first meeting 
with them in the Alcazar (castle) and it ended in 
1493 when he passed through our city, on the way 
to Barcelona to report back to the Monarchs about 
the success of his first travel.

Cordoba became the habitual residence of the 
Catholic Monarchs, from spring to autumn, thus, it 
was also a must for Columbus. The royal desire to 
end the Granada War before embarking on another 
adventure led to indecisions and postponements for 
Columbus, and although, his project was discussed 
and he received help from the Monarchs, it was 
never regular, let alone sufficient. In Cordoba he 
lived with many needs. According to the chronicler 
Fernández de Oviedo "he wore a threadbare cloak". 
He lived on the charity of the Convent of La Merced, 
where he stayed in a cell in 1485 when he travelled 
to Cordoba to meet with the Catholic Monarchs, who 
had gone to Granada (on the building there is a 
plaque recalling Columbus' stay). His need grew and 
he devoted to trade with printed books and paint sea 
letters to sailors. Those who have studied his 
adventures say that at the end of 1487 his project 
was rejected and he was prostrate 

The Provincial Government organizes guided tours 
a few days a week, and sometimes, upon request, 
dramatized tours for groups, but in any case, it can 
be visited in the morning, a prime example of the 
Baroque style, an artistic style that unleashed many 
influences and mutual contributions between 
Andalusia and America. 



Alleyway of the Arches, next to the 
House of the Heads

IInterior and main courtyard of the 
House of the Heads

05 Calle Cabezas (Street of the Heads) 
14 Casa de las Cabezas 

(The House of the Heads)
16 The House of Góngora Around the Eastern limits of the old 

Muslim Medina. 
From the Mosque-Cathedral and the adjoining Plaza Santa Catalina, 
we continuous towards the eastern limits of the old Muslim Medina 
and we discover the ancient Spanish-Muslim labyrinthine framework 
with streets as special as Calleja del Pañuelo (Alley of the 
Handkerchief), the narrowest street in the old town, in addition the 
reforms and urban expansion of the Renaissance to open small 
squares in front of the new facades of the great manor houses that are 
breaking the old Muslim urban design. From here we will reach the 
Calle de las Cabezas (Street of the Heads) to finish at the Arco del 
Portillo (Colt Arc), just beyond the fortress tower of the House of the 
Marquis del Carpio, a building built and reformed between the 13th 
and 16th centuries on the border of the old medieval wall, whose 
remains can still be seen a little higher, in Calle San Fernando or "La 
Feria". In the Calle de la Cabezas, we will stop at the House-Museum 
of the Heads and the House of Góngora. 

Casa de las Cabezas (House of the Heads) 
A Mudejar-style building with a house-museum about the 
private life of the old noble families from Cordoba in the 
Middle and Modern Ages, some of them made a fortune or 
obtained benefits and some noble title after their services and 
stays in America. The House also conserves Roman, Muslim 
and even Jewish remains, such as an old mikvé, a place of 
purification for the Jews, corresponding to the time of its 
inhabitant, Juan de Córdoba, accused by the Inquisition of 
continuing to judaize after the expulsion of the Jews in 1492 
by the Catholic Monarchs. Next to the house, we find the 
Calleja de los Arquillos (Alley of the Arches), an anthological 
example of the old parapets with limited access and closed at 
night and a typical example of the Spanish-Muslim city-
planning. This alley was the scene of the old legend of the 
Seven Infantes of Lara, whose heads were supposedly 
exposed after being murdered in Soria and sent to his father 
in Cordoba, prisoner of Prime Minister Almanzor during the 
Caliphate. 

House of Góngora 
This 17th century ancestral house shelters a cultural centre 
of the City Council dedicated to the distinguished Cordoban 
poet and playwright of the Golden Age, Luis de Góngora. 
Góngora and Garcilaso de la Vega were universal leading 
figures of Spanish letters and of Renaissance poetry and 
both stayed in Cordoba for a long time between the late 16th 
and early 17th centuries, and both were buried in the 
Cathedral. In fact, documentary sources make reference to 
their family, economic, literary and even patrimonial 
relationships. The intertextual links between Góngora's 
poetry and Spanish-American literature, from the 17th to the 
21st century, are indeed certainly close, with processes of 
influence, imitation, parody, etc. such as the so-called 
"Colonial Gongorismo" or the "Neo Baroque". 



 Plaza del Potro, in the Axerquía  

 Courtyard of the old Posada del Potro (Inn of the Colt) 

Painting of Columbus and his lover 
Beatriz in the Cathedral of Cordoba 
(Fine Arts Museum)      
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49 Fine Arts Museum 
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Posada del Potro (Inn of the Colt) 
In the southern part of the Axerquia neighbourhood, to the east of the 
old Medina, we find the Plaza del Potro, dominated by a water 
source from the 16th century. The old Posada del Potro is located in 
the west of the Plaza, and it is an excellent example of the Cordoban 
domestic architecture in the 16th century, where travellers and 
merchants searched for accommodation. It was mentioned by Miguel 
de Cervantes in "Don Quijote" and today it is a Flamenco Museum 
dedicated to the world-famous singer from Cordoba "Fosforito". 

Cordoba has been the birthplace of important Andalusian flamenco 
singers, who are universally known in America, where they were 
nourished by important contributions such as the so-called “the 
songs and styles of Ida y Vuelta”, which were transmitted in the 
1930s by singer-songwriters such as Pepe Marchena or El Lebrijano 
and by Argentine tangos and other Latin American folk singings, as 
well as the introduction of Americanisms. The Andalusian flamenco 
has found great Latin American disseminators and scholars such as 
the Argentine Anselmo González and the Peruvian Félix del Valle. 

Fine Arts Museum 
In front of the Posada del Potro (Inn of the Colt) stands the building of 
the former Hospital de la Caridad, from the 15th century, today the 
Fine Arts Museum, which hosts the works of important Cordoban 
artists such as Mateo Inurria or the avant-garde sculptor Aurelio 
Teno, very known in America, as well as important Gothic tables and 
delicate paintings of authors such as Rafael Romero de Torres, one 
of which represents the legend of the meeting between Columbus 
and his lover Beatriz at the Door of Forgiveness in the Cathedral of 
Cordoba.  Among the rich and varied collections not always exposed 
that the Museum possesses, there are also works of different Latin 
American artists. The Mexican artists stand out, such as the baroque 
Miguel Cabrera (Antequera, Valle de Oaxaca, 1695 - Mexico City, 
1768), Roberto Montenegro (Guadalajara, 1885 - Mexico City, 1968) 
and Rufino Tamayo (Oaxaca, 1899 - 1991); in addition to Cordoban 
Antonio Rodríguez Luna (Montoro, 1910-Cordoba, 1985), exiled for 
forty-six years in Mexico after the civil war and prominent promoter of 
Mexican culture. And also some Argentine one, such as Emilio 
Álvarez Díaz (Buenos Aires, 1879 - Madrid 1952); some Salvadoran 
one, as Pedro de Matheu Montalvo (El Salvador, 1900- Madrid, 
1965); or Chilean, as Roberto Matta, (Santiago de Chile, 1911 - 
2002), highlighting particularly the works of the collective of 
contemporary Cuban engravers formed by José Roberto Fabelo, 
Constantino Fernández Guijarro, Zaida del Río, Eduardo Roca 
Salazar (Choco) and José Omar Torres.

Julio Romero de Torres Museum
The paintings of Julio Romero, famous for capturing the particular 
beauty of the "soul" of women from Cordoba, have a special 
representation in this Museum. Some of them had a hazardous life 
before being on display in the Museum, such as "La Gracia", which 
was in the United States until it was bought for the Cordoba City 
Council at a Sotheby's auction, or "La Fuensanta", which was in 
Argentina from the 1930s until well into the 21st century. All this 
clearly shows the interest of American collectors for the paintings of 
this universal painter from Cordoba. 
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Arround San Lorenzo 
neighbourhood and the North 
Axerquía
The San Lorenzo neighbourhood is one of the most traditional in the 
Historic Complex and a place of concentration for brotherhoods, clubs 
and recreational associations and typical neighbourhood taverns to 
taste traditional Cordoban cuisine. The Church of San Lorenzo is our 
first stop to know and admire an anthological and singular example of 
the so-called "Fernandine Churches", built after the reign of the 
Catholic Monarchs. This church was built around 1272 on a Muslim 
mosque. Later, worthy of note is the transformation carried out by 
Hernán Ruiz II the Young, who erected in 1555 the bell tower.  It is also 
interesting the 14th century portico of the façade with three arches and 
the splendid rose window, one of the three that have been preserved 
from the Middle Ages. In this church you can find one of the oldest 
statues in the Holy Week processions in Cordoba: el Cristo de las 
Ánimas (Christ of Souls), an anonymous work from the 17th century. As 
it also happens in many places in Latin America -where it is also mixed 
with indigenous traditions- Holy Week in Cordoba is beyond the 
religious aspect to become a massive and popular manifestation. In 
fact, factors of all kinds, cultural, artistic, historical, musical, 
anthropological, etc. are combined to celebrate the mysteries of the 
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The Courtyards (Patios) Visitors’ Centre
It is located in Calle Trueque, in an old neighbours’ house; in its rooms the visitor 
can take a tour of the history of the tradition of the Festival of the Courtyards, 
declared Intangible Heritage of Humanity by the UNESCO in 2012. This 
courtyard received many awards throughout its history, being a benchmark within 
the festival of the courtyards, after its rehabilitation made by the municipal 
company VIMCORSA, adapting its rooms so that the visitor can take a tour of the 
history of the tradition of the Festival of the Courtyards. Inside we can find 
projections and information that allow the visitor to take a temporary tour of the 
festival of the courtyard and discover the keys of coexistence and values that it 
represents within the popular culture of Cordoba as well as its reminiscences and 
influences on the popular architecture of some Latin American colonial cities. 

The Church of the Trinitarians and the Christ of Grace
The church of Our Lady of Grace is in the north-eastern limit of the 
neighbourhood, built in the 17th century on an old hermitage, and it has a typical 
Baroque façade from the 16th century. The American imprint is once again 
evident in this church traditionally guarded by the Order of the Trinitarian Fathers, 
the first non-monastic religious order also extended throughout America (in 1896 
in Cuba; in Chile in 1902; in Argentina in 1913; in the United States in 1912 and in 
Canada in 1924). In this church, which was declared a jubilee temple by Pope 
Benedict XVI, we find the exceptional image of the Christ of Grace, indigenous 
American inspiration, which is popularly known as "El Esparraguero", a significant 
example of Mexican art in cane technique of the late 16th century. It was 
expressly brought to the old Convent by Francisca de la Cruz, and today it is one 
of the most popular and revered images in the Holy Week processions.

     Image of the Christ of Grace 



Façade of the Church of Fuensanta

Votive offerings: stuffed caiman 
brought from America

Votive offerings: whale rib brought 
from America

Santuary of la Fuensanta 
The memory of the returning emigrants 
in America and their religious votive 
offerings

This Sanctuary and Church is located outside the 
itinerary of the Route in the North Axerquía area 
of the historical complex of Cordoba, but not far 
from the San Lorenzo neighbourhood, in the 
popular neighbourhood of La Fuensanta, 
heading towards the southeast on Avenida de 
Barcelona.  

The Santuary of Our Lady of la Fuensanta 

This Sanctuary was built in the second half of the 15th century 
next to the Guadalquivir river, in the place where, according to 
the legend, the Virgin appeared and where there is a spring with 
curative powers from which the name for the site derives and 
the dedication to the image of the "Fuensanta", a cult object 
since then. This Virgin of Fuensanta is patron of the city of 
Cordoba and her festivity is celebrated on September 8th. It has 
a Gothic-Mudejar style; in the central courtyard next to the 
church, various religious votive offerings are exhibited, some of 
which, such as the stuffed caiman or a rib of whale, were 
brought from America by returned emigrants as an offering to 
the Virgin of Fuensanta . And today, and due to numerous 
legends, the stuffed caiman is particularly loved by the people of 
the Fuensanta neighbourhood, one of the most crowded in the 
city. 

Votive offerings - caiman teeth, brought from America - in the 
Church of Fuensanta

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%ADo_Guadalquivir


Traditional house in Trassierra, where remains from the 
time of Beatriz and Columbus have been found

Chapel of the Virgin of Trassierra at the pathway entrance to the 
Baths of Popea and main altarpiece of the Church (on the right)

Stone Cross and main nave of the Church of 
Trassierra

Trassierra 
Beatriz Enríquez’s hometown, the lover of 
Christopher Columbus, in the foothills of 
Sierra Morena

The Trassierra neighbourhood is located in Sierra 
Morena, about 15 km. from Cordoba in a north-
westerly direction, and there is an urban transport line. 
It was the birthplace of Beatriz Enríquez de Arana 
(1467), lover of Christopher Columbus and mother of 
his son Fernando Colón. She moved to Cordoba as a 
child when she was orphaned. It seems that the 
restrictions of the laws of Castile and the social 
prejudices of the age made the union between them 
impossible, due to the dizzy social ascent of 
Columbus after his first trip, because he was a 
viceroy, an admiral and a governor, and Beatriz was 
poor. But the truth is that Columbus left her a pension 
and entrusted his legitimate son as if she was her 
natural mother. And in Trassierra, the priest for his 
church was the poet and playwright Luis de Góngora, 
who was maximum exponent of the Culteranismo or 
Gongorismo of the Golden Age. It is well worth visiting 
the town due to its great natural wealth and scenery, 
being very popular amongst hikers and athletes and 
tourists from the capital, who want to enjoy its nature 
and its rich traditional gastronomy in typical 
restaurants such as El Candil or Los Almendros, as 
well as historical elements such as the Popea Baths, 
the caves and the waterfalls in the Bejarano stream, 
the Mediterranean forest and the marked hiking trails 
such as the GR 48 trail in Sierra Morena. 

The Church of Trassierra 
The small church was an old Almoravid mosque from the 12th 
century, later it was converted into a hermitage and current 
church with three naves separated by horseshoe arches framed 
by a Moorish arch. The American imprint appears again on this 
monument in a painting of the Virgin of Guadalupe on one of its 
lateral walls. And among other singularities, the baptismal font 
stands out, one of the few in its style in Andalusia, made of 
glazed clay with a Mudejar aesthetic, which was typical in the 
15th and 16th centuries, so that even Beatriz Enriquez might 
have been baptized here. 

The “Cordoba hazelnuts” from Trassierra 
Legend states that Christopher Columbus brought a hazel for 
Beatriz on one of his many journeys to Cordoba, and then it 
began to be cultivated in the mountains of Cordoba and 
particularly in Trassierra, one of the first places of the Iberian 
Peninsula where this crop was introduced, therefore the 
nickname of "Cordoba hazelnut" is still preserved and even it 
has been the reason for an annual festival in Trassierra to 
promote the excellence of this fruit, whose plantations extend 
around the Molino and Bejarano streams and on farms such as 
La Caballera, where many workers have been picking them until 
relatively recently. 
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27 Iglesia de la Magdalena. 
28 Iglesia de la Trinidad. 
29 Iglesia Ntra. Sra de Gracia • Trlnítarloa. 
30 Iglesia de San Agustln. 
31 Iglesia de San Andrés. 
32 Iglesia de San Hipólito. 
33 Iglesia de San Lorenzo. 
34 Iglesia de San Miguel. 
35 iglesia de San Nicolás de la Villa. 
35 Iglesia de San Pablo. 
37 iglesia de San Pedro. 
38 Iglesia de Santa Marlna. 
39 Iglesia de Santiago. 
40 Iglesia de Santo Domingo. 
41 Iglesia y Antiguo Convento de la Merced. 

50 Museo de Julio Romero de Torres. 
81 Museo de la Alklmla AL-IKSIR. 

55 Palacio de Congresos. 
se Palacio de los Marqueses de Vlana. 
57 Palacio de los Viiiaiones (Olive). 
58 PI. de Capuchinos. Cristo de loe Faroles. 
59 Plaza de Jerónimo Páez. 
60 Plaza de la Corredera. 

61 Plaza de las Tendlllao. 
82 Plaza de 101 Condee de Prlego. 
63 P1aza de Séneca. 
64 Plaza de Tlbenades. 
65 Plaza del Potro. 
86 Posada del Potro/Centro Flamenco Foafortto. 
67 Puente Romano. 
ea Puerta de Almodóvar. 
eo Puerta de Sevilla. 
70 Puerta del Puente. 
71 Real Jardin Botánico. 
72 Sala Vlmcoraa. 
73 Sinagoga. 
7 4 Templo Romano y restos de Murallas. 
75 Torre de la Malmuerta. 
78 Tt1unfo de San Rafael. 
77 Trueque 4. Centro de lnterpretaclon Patios. 
78 Zoco Municipal. 
79 Zona Arqueológica de Cercadiiias. 
80 Zoológico. 
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