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COURSE DESCRIPTION

COURSE DETAILS

DERECHO DE LA UNIÓN EUROPEATitle (of the course):
Code: 100068
Degree/Master: Year: 3GRADO DE DERECHO
Name of the module to which it belongs: DERECHO CONSTITUCIONAL, COMUNITARIO Y LIBERTADES
Field: DERECHO COMUNITARIO
Character: OBLIGATORIA Duration: SECOND TERM
ECTS Credits: 6.0 Classroom hours: 60
Face-to-face classroom percentage: 40.0% Study hours: 90
Online platform: http://moodle.uco.es/moodlemap/

LECTURER INFORMATION

Name: BUENO ARMIJO, ANTONIO MARÍA (Coordinador)
Department: DERECHO PÚBLICO Y ECONÓMICO
Area: DERECHO ADMINISTRATIVO
Office location: Facultad de Derecho y CCEE y EE
E-Mail: antonio.bueno@uco.es Phone: 957218855
URL web: -

Name: MAGALDI MENDAÑA, NURIA
Department: DERECHO PÚBLICO Y ECONÓMICO
Area: DERECHO ADMINISTRATIVO
Office location: Facultad de Derecho y CCEE y EE
E-Mail: nmagaldi@uco.es Phone: 957218885
URL web: -

PREREQUISITES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Prerequisites established in the study plan

None

None specified

Recommendations

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES

Understand the origin and historical evolution of European integration (rel. CB1, CB5, CE1, CE2, CE3,
CE5).

C137

Have knowledge of the institutions of the European Union, their functions and activities (rel. CB1,
CB5, CE1, CE2, CE3, CE5).

C139

Understand the relationship between EU law and national law (rel. CB2, CB3, CB4, CU2, CE4, CE6).C138
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COURSE DESCRIPTION

OBJECTIVES

After almost seventy years of existence, the European Union, along with the former European Communities, have
developed a vast and complex legal order. This legal order is based upon the European Union's own Institutions
(European Parliament, European Council, Council, European Commission, Court of Justice of the European Union,
European Central  Bank and European Court of Auditors).  And it  is  made of its own case law and legal acts
(founding, amending and accession Treaties, regulations, directives, decisions, opinions and recommendations).
Through  the  years,  the  European  Union  has  been  conferred  more  and  more  competences  upon  and  has
implemented more and more common policies. The relationship between the European Union and the Member
States' legal orders has also required the appearance of legal principles which have shaped a new constitutional
model, unique in the whole world.  
A detailed study on all these matters would easily require several years of specialization. Thus, this course just
aims to provide a general overview on them. In order to do so, and first of all, we will delve into the European
integration process from a historical  point  of  view.  This  will  allow us to  understand,  secondly,  the current
structure of the European Union, its objectives, competences and membership regime. Thirdly, this course digs
into  the  field  of  fundamental  rights  of  the  European  Union  and  that  of  the  rights  linked  to  the  European
citizenship, analysing the ways in which they have been established and the kind of protection granted to those
rights.  Fourthly,  this  course  focuses  on  the  European  Union  institutional  framework,  identifying  its  main
Institutions and critically examining their composition, their current powers and their functioning. Fifthly, this
course  explores  the  composition  of  the  European  Union  legal  order,  distinguishing  between  primary  and
secondary law and explaining the intricacies of its relationship with the Member States legal orders. Last, but not
least, special attention is paid to the judicial functioning of the European Union, specifically explaining each of the
actions which can be brought before the Court of Justice of the European Union.

CONTENT

1. Theory contents
Part I. The European integration process
Lesson 1. Europe in the aftermath of World War II
1. Europe as an elusive concept. 2. European integration movements before 1945. 3. The state of Europe after
World War II: economic, ideological and geo-strategic conditions. 4. The Marshall Plan.
 
Lesson 2. Origins and development of the European Communities
1. The European Coal and Steal Community (ECSC). 2. The (failed) European Defence Community (EDC) and
European Political Community (EPC). 3. The European Economic Community (EEC) and the European Atomic
Energy Community (EAEC - Euratom). 4. The launching and the first years of the European Communities (1957-
1973). 5. Evolution of the European Communities until 1985.
 
Lesson 3. Origins and development of the European Union
1. The resumption of the integration process: the Single European Act. 2. The way towards the European Union. 3.
The Treaty on the European Union or Treaty of Maastricht. 4. The relationship between the European Union and
the European Communities: the "Greek Temple". 5. Reforms of the European Union: Treaty of Amsterdam and
Treaty of Nice. 6. The (failing) Constitutional Treaty and the (prevailing) Treaty of Lisbon.
 
Part II. The European Union
Lesson 4. The general framework of the European Union
1. The structure of the European Union according to the Treaties. 2. The European Union membership. 3. The
objectives of the European Union. 4. The European Union public finances.
 
Lesson 5. The system of competences of the European Union
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COURSE DESCRIPTION
1.The system for the allocation of competences to the EU. 2. Types of competences. 3. Principles ruling the
exercise of the European Union competences: subsidiarity, proportionality, sincere cooperation. 4. Enhanced
cooperation.
 
Part III. Fundamental rights and European citizenship
Lesson 6. European Union Fundamental Rights Policy
1. Fundamental Rights and the external relations of the Union. 2. A domestic Fundamental Rights Policy: the
mechanisms of article 7 TEU.
 
Lesson 7. European Union Fundamental Rights
1. The birth of Fundamental Rights: Fundamental Rights as unwritten general principles. 2. The enactment of
Fundamental  Rights  in  the  European Union:  The  Charter  of  Fundamental  Rights  and  the  accession  of  the
European Union to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.
 
Lesson 8. European Union Citizenship
1. Concept and significance of European Citizenship. Who is a Union citizen? 2. Rights attached to the status of
citizen of the Union.
 
Part IV. Institutional framework
Lesson 9. The institutional framework of the European Union
1. The Institutions of the European Union and the principle of single institutional framework. 2. The imperfect
principle of separation of powers. 3. The principle of sincere cooperation.
 
Lesson 10. The European Parliament and the role of national Parliaments
1.  The Members of  the European Parliament.  2.  Tasks and powers of  the European Parliament.  3.  Internal
organisation of the European Parliament. 4. The role of national Parliaments.
 
Lesson 11. The Council and the European Council
1. Members of the Council. 2. Tasks and powers of the Council. 3. Organisational aspects of the Council. 4. The
European Council: history, composition, presidency, tasks, organisation.
 
Lesson 12. The European Commission
1. The Members of the European Commission. 2. The Commission's Tasks and Powers. 3. Rule of procedure and
the Commission's Staff.
 
Lesson 13. The Court of Justice of the European Union
1. The judiciary in the European Union: the Court of Justice of the European Union and the national courts and
judges. 2. Basic functions of the Court of Justice of the European Union. 3. The Court of Justice. 4. The General
Court. 5. The Civil Service Tribunal.
 
Lesson 14. Other institutions and bodies of the European Union
1.  The  Court  of  Auditors.  2.  The  European  Central  Bank.  3.  The  Economic  and  Social  Committee.  4.  The
Committee of the Regions. 5. Decentralised bodies of the Union
 
Part V. The European Union legal order and the national legal orders
Lesson 15. The sources of the European Union Law (I). Primary law
1. Preliminary considerations. 2. Acts included in the Primary Law. 3. Procedures for the revision of the Treaties:
the ordinary revision procedure and the simplified revision procedures.
 
Lesson 16. The sources of the European Union Law (II). Secondary law
1. Preliminary considerations. 2. The legal acts of the Union: Regulations, Directives, Decisions,
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Recommendations, Opinions and other legal acts. 3. The decision-making process: ordinary legislative procedure
and special legislative procedure. 4. International agreements concluded by the European Union. 5. Legal acts
adopted within the Common Foreign and Security Policy.
 
Lesson 17. The EU law enforcement
1. The concept of EU law enforcement and the role of the Member States. 2. Principles ruling the relationship
between EU law and national law: a) principle of primacy; b) principle of direct effect. 3. Principles ruling the
enforcement of EU law by Member States: a) principle of autonomy and its limits; b) principle of conforming
interpretation; c) principle of State liability for infringement of EU law
 
Lesson 18. El Derecho de la Unión Europea y el ordenamiento jurídico español
1. El régimen de la atribución de competencias a la Unión en el Derecho español. 2. Recepción y aplicación del
Derecho de la Unión en el Derecho español. 3. El Derecho de la Unión y la participación de las Comunidades
Autónomas en su elaboración (fase ascendente) y su aplicación (fase descendente).
 
Part VI. European Union Procedural Law
Lesson 19. The Court of Justice of the European Union as the supreme interpreter of the European
Union law
1. The national judge as judge of the European Union. 2. Reference for a preliminary ruling before the Court of
Justice of the European Union: interpretative preliminary rulings and preliminary rulings on validity. 3. Appeals
and reviews against decisions of the General Court of the European Union.
 
Lesson  20.  Jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Justice  of  the  European  Union  over  the  European  Union
institutions and bodies
1. Action for annulment. 2. Action for failure to act. 3. Plea of illegality. 4. Action for non-contractual liability.
 
Lesson 21. Jurisdiction of the Court of Justice of the European Union over the Member States
1. Action for a declaration of failure to fulfil obligations.

Case studies and case-law and historical texts comments

2. Practical contents

METHODOLOGY

General clarifications on the methodology (optional)
This is not a monolingual but a bilingual course. Therefore, both, English and Spanish languages shall be used
during the classes for theoretical and practical activities, as well as for the examinations. It must be pointed out
that lesson 18 will be completely explained in Spanish. Nevertheless, English language will enjoy a broader and
preferential use.
There will be theoretical and practical sessions. Theoretical classes will largely consist of master classes, whose
main contents will be included in power-point presentations previously put at the disposal of the students on
Moodle platform. Along with the teachers' explanation, theoretical sessions will  also include other activities
involving students' performances in English, such as delivering little speeches trying to summarize previous
classes, reading aloud selected texts on the explained topic, discussing about those texts, etc. In addition, an
intense use of media resources in English, especially that of videos, will be made during theoretical classes.
As for the practical sessions, students will be asked to write down their comments on historical texts, judgments
delivered by European or Spanish Courts or legal acts adopted by the European Union. Those commentaries will
aim to answer several questions previously posed by the teachers and will be publicly discussed by the students
with the teachers' guidance.
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Methodological adaptations for part-time students and students with disabilities and special
educational needs
Only full-time students are allowed to take part in this course. Therefore, there are no adaptations for part-time
students.

Face-to-face activities

Activity Large group Medium group Total

Assessment activities 3 - 3

Case study - 5 5

Conference 2 - 2

Lectures 40 5 45

Text analysis - 5 5

Total hours: 45 15 60

Off-site activities

Activity Total

Exercises 20

Reference search 20

Self-study 50

Total hours 90

WORK MATERIALS FOR STUDENTS

Case studies
Coursebook
Dossier

Clarifications
As  in  any  other  legal  subject,  continuous  and  proper  handling  of  the  legal  texts  is  essential  for  a  full
comprehension and understanding of European Union Law. Students must own, at least, the three basic legal
texts of the European Union legal order: the Treaty on the European Union, the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union and the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, in their consolidated versions.
The three of them, as well as the rest of the European Union legal texts and the Court of Justice case law can be
easily found in the open-access data base Eur-lex (see Section "WEBGRAPHY", below in this Teaching guide). In
addition, they will be also available on our Moodle platform.
There is not a single recommended textbook for this course. Students will find a selected bibliography in this
Teaching guide in both,  English and Spanish languages.  All  of  the textbooks included in that  selection are
perfectly appropriate in order to face and study the subject. Furthermore, teachers will specifically indicate the
most suitable text or book chapter for each lesson and section stemming from those textbooks.
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EVALUATION
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C137 X X X

C138 X X X

C139 X X X

Total (100%)

Minimum grade

10%

5

80%

5

10%

5
(*)Minimum grade necessary to pass the course

¿Valora la asistencia?:

N o

General clarifications on instruments for evaluation:
The previous figures and percentages ONLY APPLY TO THE SPANISH GROUP.
Regarding the English group there will be a final examination which counts up to 60% of the final mark. This final
examination will be a theoretical written examination in English, made up of short and some medium-length
answer questions. The final examination will include several questions specifically aimed to assess the acquisition
of the technical vocabulary both, in English and Spanish. The final mark of this examination will be determined by
the theoretical content of the answers and the proper use of the specific terminology. In addition, class marks
count up to 40% of the final mark. Class marks are determined by the result of several classroom activities, such
as practical activities, short written questions and frequent oral interaction, both asking or answering questions.
Class marks will be taken into consideration in the June, July and September exam sessions.
The same regime shall apply to repeat students

Clarifications on the methodology for part-time students and students with disabilities and
special educational needs:
Only full-time students are allowed to take part in this course. Therefore, there are no adaptations for part-time
students.

Qualifying criteria for obtaining honors:
Los criterios  para la  obtención de matrícula  de honor  son haber  alcanzado una nota  mínima de nueve y  la
excelencia en todos los campos de evaluación. En caso de empate, la matrícula de honor corresponderá a quien
haya alcanzado una mayor excelencia

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Última edición de los siguientes manuales/Latest editions of the following texbooks:
a) En español/ In Spanish:
ALCAIDE FERNÁNDEZ, J. y CASADO RAIGÓN, R. (Coord.): Curso de Derecho de la Unión Europea, Tecnos,
Madrid.
MANGAS MARTÍN, Araceli, y LIÑÁN NOGUERAS, Diego J.: Instituciones y Derecho de la Unión Europea,

1. Basic Bibliography
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(Tecnos).

b) En inglés/ In English:
CRAIG, Paul, and Gráinne DE BÚRCA, EU Law. Text, cases and materials, Oxford University Press, Oxford.

2. Further reading
Entre otras, las últimas ediciones de las siguientes obras/ Among others, latest editions of the following textbooks:
ABELLÁN HONRUBIA, V., VILÁ COSTA, B. (directoras), OLESTI RAYO, A. (coordinación): Lecciones de Derecho
Comunitario Europeo, (Ariel).
ALONSO GARCÍA, Ricardo: Sistema Jurídico de la Unión Europea, (Civitas).
ANDRÉS SÁENZ DE SANTA MARÍA, P.,  GONZÁLEZ VEGA, J.  A.,  y FERNÁNDEZ PÉREZ, B.:  Introducción al
Derecho de la Unión Europea, (Eurolex).
DIEZ DE VELASCO, Manuel: Las organizaciones internacionales (obra coordinada por José Manuel SOBRINO
HEREDIA), (Tecnos). Capítulos dedicados a la Unión Europea, a su estructura institucional, funciones y derecho
(redactados por G. C. RODRÍGUEZ IGLESIAS y M. LÓPEZ ESCUDERO).
ESCOBAR HERNÁNDEZ, Concepción (directora): Instituciones de Derecho Comunitario, (Tirant lo Blanch).
GIRÓN LARRUCEA, José Antonio: El sistema jurídico de la Unión Europea. La reforma realizada en el Tratado de
Lisboa, (Tirant lo Blanch).
HUESA VINAIXA, Rosario (coordinadora): Instituciones de Derecho Comunitario, (Tirant lo Blanc).
ISAAC, Guy: Manual de Derecho Comunitario General, (Ariel).
LINDE PANIAGUA, E., BACIGALUPO SAGGESE, M., y FUENTETAJA PASTOR, J. Á., Principios de Derecho de la
Unión Europea, (Colex). 
LÓPEZ ESCUDERO, M., y MARTÍN PÉREZ DE NANCLARES, J. (coordinadores): Derecho comunitario material,
(McGraw Hill).
LOUIS, Jean-Victor: El ordenamiento jurídico comunitario, (Oficina de Publicaciones Oficiales de las Comunidades
Europeas).
MENGOZZI, Paolo: Derecho comunitario y de la Unión Europea, (Tecnos).
PELÁEZ MARÓN, José Manuel: Lecciones de Instituciones Jurídicas de la Unión Europea, (Tecnos).
ROBLES MORCHÓN, Gregorio: Elementos de Derecho Comunitario, (Mapfre).
******
ABELLÁN HONRUBIA, V., VILÁ COSTA, B., y PIÑOL RULL, J. L. (directores): Prácticas de Derecho Comunitario
Europeo, (Tecnos).
MANGAS MARTÍN, Araceli: Tratado de la Unión Europea, Tratado de Funcionamiento y otros actos básicos de la
Unión Europea ("Estudio introductorio"), (Tecnos).

Webgrafía/Webgraphy (Sitios web con información de interés sobre la Unión Europea/Websites with relevant
information about the European Union)

- Información general sobre la Unión Europea/General information on the European Union: http://europa.eu
- Base de datos jurídica de la Unión Europea/European Union legal data base (Eur-Lex): http://eur-lex.europa.eu
- Sitos web de las Instituciones de la Unión Europea/Institutions of the European Union's websites:
 Parlamento Europeo/European Parliament: http://www.europarl.europa.eu
 Consejo Europeo/European Council: http://www.european-council.europa.eu
 Consejo de la Unión Europea/Council of the European Union: http://www.consilium.europa.eu
 Comisión Europea/European Commission: http://ec.europa.eu
 Tribunal de Justicia de la Unión Europea/Court of Justice of the European Union: http://curia.europa.eu
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COORDINATION CRITERIA

Common evaluation criteria
Common learning outcomes
Joint activities: lectures, seminars, visits ...

The methodological strategies and the evaluation system contemplated in this Course Description will be adapted according to
the needs presented by students with disabilities and special educational needs in the cases that are required.

CONTINGENCY PLAN: CASE SCENARIO A

Case scenario A will correspond to a diminished on-site academic activity due to social distancing
measures affecting the permitted capacity of classrooms.

General clarifications on the methodology on case scenario A
A  multimodal  (hybrid)  teaching  system  will  be  adopted,  combining  both  on-site  and  remote  classes  via
videoconference (synchronous) that will be held in the timetable approved by the corresponding Faculty or School.
The time distribution of teaching activities (both on-site and remote) will  be decided by the aforementioned
Faculties and Schools bearing in mind the permitted capacity of classrooms and social distancing measures as
established at that time.
This is not a monolingual but a bilingual course. Therefore, both, English and Spanish languages shall be used
during the classes for theoretical and practical activities, as well as for the examinations. It must be pointed out
that lesson 18 will be completely explained in Spanish. Nevertheless, English language will enjoy a broader and
preferential use.
There will be theoretical and practical sessions. Theoretical classes will largely consist of master classes, whose
main contents will be included in power-point presentations previously put at the disposal of the students on
Moodle platform. Along with the teachers' explanation, theoretical sessions will  also include other activities
involving students' performances in English, such as delivering little speeches trying to summarize previous
classes, reading aloud selected texts on the explained topic, discussing about those texts, etc. In addition, an
intense use of media resources in English, especially that of videos, will be made during theoretical classes.
As for the practical sessions, students will be asked to write down their comments on historical texts, judgments
delivered by European or Spanish Courts or legal acts adopted by the European Union. Those commentaries will
aim to answer several questions previously posed by the teachers and will be publicly discussed by the students
with the teachers' guidance.

METHODOLOGY
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EVALUATION
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C137 X X X

C138 X X X

C139 X X X

Total (100%)

Minimum grade

20%

4

60%

4

20%

4
(*)Minimum grade necessary to pass the course

N o

Attendance will be assessed (Scenario A)?:

The previous figures and percentages ONLY APPLY TO THE SPANISH GROUP.
Regarding the English group there will be a final examination which counts up to 60% of the final mark. This final
examination will be a theoretical written examination in English, made up of short and some medium-length
answer questions. The final examination will include several questions specifically aimed to assess the acquisition
of the technical vocabulary both, in English and Spanish. The final mark of this examination will be determined by
the theoretical content of the answers and the proper use of the specific terminology. In addition, class marks
count up to 40% of the final mark. Class marks are determined by the result of several classroom activities, such
as practical activities, short written questions and frequent oral interaction, both asking or answering questions.
Class marks will be taken into consideration in the June, July and September exam sessions.
The same regime shall apply to repeat students

General clarifications on instruments for evaluation (Scenario A):

Clarifications on the methodology for part-time students and students with disabilities and
special educational needs (Scenario A):
Only full-time students are allowed to take part in this course. Therefore, there are no adaptations for part-time
students.

Qualifying criteria for obtaining honors (Scenario A):
Los criterios  para la  obtención de matrícula  de honor  son haber  alcanzado una nota  mínima de nueve y  la
excelencia en todos los campos de evaluación. En caso de empate, la matrícula de honor corresponderá a quien
haya alcanzado una mayor excelencia

CONTINGENCY PLAN: CASE SCENARIO B

Case scenario B will bring about a suspension of all on-site academic activities as a consequence of
heath measures.
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General clarifications on the methodology on case scenario B
On-site teaching activities will  be held via videoconference (synchronous) in the timetable approved by the
corresponding Faculty or School. Alternative activities will be proposed for reduced groups in order to guarantee
the acquisition of course competences.
This is not a monolingual but a bilingual course. Therefore, both, English and Spanish languages shall be used
during the classes for theoretical and practical activities, as well as for the examinations. It must be pointed out
that lesson 18 will be completely explained in Spanish. Nevertheless, English language will enjoy a broader and
preferential use.
There will be theoretical and practical sessions. Theoretical classes will largely consist of master classes, whose
main contents will be included in power-point presentations previously put at the disposal of the students on
Moodle platform. Along with the teachers' explanation, theoretical sessions will  also include other activities
involving students' performances in English, such as delivering little speeches trying to summarize previous
classes, reading aloud selected texts on the explained topic, discussing about those texts, etc. In addition, an
intense use of media resources in English, especially that of videos, will be made during theoretical classes.
As for the practical sessions, students will be asked to write down their comments on historical texts, judgments
delivered by European or Spanish Courts or legal acts adopted by the European Union. Those commentaries will
aim to answer several questions previously posed by the teachers and will be publicly discussed by the students
with the teachers' guidance.

METHODOLOGY

EVALUATION

Intended
learnig C

as
e 

S
tu

di
es

E
xa

m
s

O
ra

l 
P

re
se

n
ta

ti
on

C137 X X X

C138 X X X

C139 X X X

Total (100%)

Minimum grade

20%

4

60%

4

20%

4
(*)Minimum grade necessary to pass the course

Moodle Tools

E
st

u
di

o 
de

 c
as

os

E
xp

os
ic

ió
n

 o
ra

l

E
xá

m
en

es

Asistencia X X X

Cuestionario X X X

Participación X X X

Pruebas simultáneas por
videoconferencia

X X X
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N o

Attendance will be assessed (Scenario B)?:

General clarifications on instruments for evaluation (Scenario B):
The previous figures and percentages ONLY APPLY TO THE SPANISH GROUP.
Regarding the English group there will be a final examination which counts up to 60% of the final mark. This final
examination will be a theoretical written examination in English, made up of short and some medium-length
answer questions. The final examination will include several questions specifically aimed to assess the acquisition
of the technical vocabulary both, in English and Spanish. The final mark of this examination will be determined by
the theoretical content of the answers and the proper use of the specific terminology. In addition, class marks
count up to 40% of the final mark. Class marks are determined by the result of several classroom activities, such
as practical activities, short written questions and frequent oral interaction, both asking or answering questions.
Class marks will be taken into consideration in the June, July and September exam sessions.
The same regime shall apply to repeat students

Only full-time students are allowed to take part in this course. Therefore, there are no adaptations for part-time
students.

Clarifications on the methodology for part-time students and students with disabilities and
special educational needs (Scenario B):

Qualifying criteria for obtaining honors (Scenario B):
Los criterios  para la  obtención de matrícula  de honor  son haber  alcanzado una nota  mínima de nueve y  la
excelencia en todos los campos de evaluación. En caso de empate, la matrícula de honor corresponderá a quien
haya alcanzado una mayor excelencia
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Tarea X X X

Videoconferencia X X X

www.uco.es
facebook.com/universidadcordoba
@univcordoba
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